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‘“* ‘THE Genius of Masonry, or a defence of the order, 
containing some remarks on the origin, and history, the 
uses and abuses of the SCIENCE! with some notices of 
other secret societies in the United States, in-three Lec- 
tures, by SAMUEL L. KNappr. 

Lo this, we have searched it, so it is, hear it, 
And know thou it for thy good.——Job 5, 27.” 
117 pp. 18mo. Providence, Cranston and Marshall. 1828, 


WE seized this little volume some months ago, eager 
to learn what Col. Knapp could say for ‘‘ the defence of 
the order” of Freemasonry; and having carefully read 
it, our disappointment in laying it down, surpassed our 
avidity in taking it up. The whole subject may be un- 
important to some, but to us it is of deep interest, 
and when we looked for instruction from the pen of 
a lawyer, a scholar, and a gentleman, and found only 
words, words without point, assertions without proof, 
facts without authorities, and history without references, 
or dates, we weresad. ‘ The Genius of Freemasonry’ is 
the thing we desire to understand, and we did hope 
from Col. Knapp to receive light and truth, and some 
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satisfaction. In one sense we have it. The light of 
Freemasonry is darkness ; and darkness is increased to 
the inquirer into the Genius of Masonry, by the work 
under our notice. 

We are pleased, however, with the introduction and 
approve of the spirit which calmly defends what it be- 
lieves tobe true. We thank Col. Knapp before going 
further, for the honesty of his design in the publication 
of his Genius of Masonry. It will aid in the search of 
truth, and this will compensate its author, although the 
light it sheds contrary to his design, is against the secret 
Order. 

The origin of Freemasonry he supposes to have been 
very ancient “‘ All its principles, many of its rules and 
regulations, features and habits, customs, words, signs, 
degrees, &c. &c. existed long before the Christian 
era, in various parts of the world.”—p. 13. This is 
most ancient and indefinite. ‘‘ Long before the Chris- 
tian era” may mean from the beginning of time, and 
with that antiquity the Order is for the most part satis- 
fied ; or it may mean any period from Adam to the 
Maccabees, a space of time suflicient to embraee the first 
increase of the human family, the Deluge, and the rise 
and fall of the Jewish, Assyrian, and Persian empires. 
Freemasonry, like a big ship, might ride with safety in 
that flood which has been sufficient to sweep away em- 
pires and languages. The only wonder is, that so 
towering a specimen of skill, and a monument of so 
splendid talents, and elegant ingenuity, should have 
outlived the old world, and become the delight of the 
new, without having so much as a name, where the 
Man Cesar, has a full page in history. Had Sallust 
let alone the wars of Cataline and Jugurtha, and given 
to posterity an account of the origin and greatness of 
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Freemasonry ; or had Plutarcir left the genius of De- 
mosthenes to its owa brilliancy while he had beautifully 
descanted upon the Genius of Freemasonry; er had 
Plato given his mighty powers of intellect to the defence 
of the order of Freemasonry, instead of the defence 
of the doctrines of Socrates, his master, then we should 
know that Masonry had existence in their day. It can 
never be enough lamented that poets, as well as histo- 
rians, have slighted the glory and forgotten the name of 
Freemasonry from the era of Creation to A. D. 1717. 
Men, and gods, demonsand monsters, things real and 
imaginary, were the theme of Homer, and Virgil, and 
Lucian, but one may search all books, as Ceres séarched 
all the earth for her daughter, and no track or trace of 
Freemasonry can be found until the Book of constitu- 
tions, published in London, A. D. 1723, performs the 
office of ancient Arethusa, opening the way to the mo- 
dern Proserpine, the queen of the infernal regions, and 
hateful Pluto’s willing spouse. 

Freemasonry, however, persists so stoutly in her 
claim to great antiquity that we are almost compelled 
to yield her the point per force. She dates and will 
date in the year of Creation, and affirms magnificent 
things of the order, without carefully specifying the 
dates and facts to shew her greatness. We cannot do 
better than to assist the Fraternity by referring to some 
in aid of her assertions; and if the references are not of 
the most convincing sort, that is her misfortune, we 
give the best that the ancient records afford. 

‘“‘ Tdomeneé fit venir un tres grand nombre de ma- 
cons de |’Epire et de plusieurs autres pays.” Idomen- 
eus gathered a very great number of masons from Epi- 
rus, and from many other countries.—Book 12. Tele- 
machus. This Idomeneus is the same that accompanied 
the Greeks to the Trojan war, and sacrificed his son to 
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Neptune in the spirit of Jeptha’s vow. It appears there 
were masons in his time, and that is more than half way 
back to the day of creation; which is enough to estab- 
lish the antiquity of Masonry beyond contradiction. 

“They may give notice of the fact to the Holy Bro- 
therhood, and they may apprehend us; and in faith 
if they do, before we get out of their clutches, we 
may chance to sweat for it..—Don Quizotte Part 1. 
Book 2, Chap. 2. This proves the utility of the Order, 
Don Quixote was a celebrated warrior and knight er- 
rant of the 16th Century. Having laid the choleric 
Biscainer discomfited in the dust, his trusty squire, 
Sancho Panza, exhorted him to flee in the fear of the 
Holy Brotherhood, by which word the simplest may 
perceive that ‘he intended the Freemasons: and thus 
the order for more than 200 years has been a terror to 
evildoers. Vide Don Quixotte, Part 1, Book 2, Chap. 3. 

Once more :—the celebrated Mr. Gulliver after his 
travels in Lilliput, was cast by the waves upon a shore, 
whose inhabitants were “as tall as an ordinary spire 
steeple, and took about ten yards ata step.” Mr. Gul- 
liver fearing he should be crushed under foot of one, 
screamed aloud. 


“Whereupon” (in Mr. Gulliver’s own words,) ‘‘ the huge creature 
trode short, and looking round about under him for some time, at 
last espied me, as [ lay on the ground. He considered awhile with 
the caution of one who endeavours to lay hold ona small dangerous 
animal in such a manner that it shall not be able either to scratch 
or to bite him. At length he ventured to take me behind, by the 
middle, between his thumb and forefinger, and brought me within 
three yards of his eyes, that he might behold my shape more per- 
fectly. All I ventured was to raise my eyes toward the sun, and 
place my hands together in a supplicating posture and to speak 
some words in an humble melancholy tone, suitable to the condi- 
tion I then was in.”—Gulliver’s Travels, Part 2d, Chap. 1. 


Now mark the power of Freemasonry, Mr. Gulliver 
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was a great traveller, and undoubtedly a Freemason. 
In his peril he raised his eyes to heaven, put his hands 
in a supplicating posture, and spoke words suitable to 
the condition he was in. What is this but the grand 
hailing sign of distress, with the melancholy words :— 
‘‘Is there no help for the widow’s son!” The effect was 
instantaneous. The universal language was known to 
the brother of Brobdinag; he immediately released 
the cruel pinch of his thumb and finger upon the frame 
of the frightened traveller, and lifting the lappet of his 
coat, he gently placed Mr. Gulliver in his pocket, car- 
ried him home, and treated him ever after like a bro- 
ther. 

Cases of this sort might be multiplied, proving the 
truth of our author’s assertion, that “ all the principles, 
many of the rules and regulations, features and habits; 
customs, words, signs and degrees of Freemasonry ex- 
isted long before the Christian era in various parts of 
the world.” 

‘“* The Genius of Masonry” becomes more definite in 
point of date, when it says :-— 

‘* Solomon made use of this association in building an edifice to 
the Most High God whom he worshipped, to shew at once the great- 
ness of Jehovah, and the blessings he had showered upon his peo- 
ple. He knew enough of the nature of man to discern, that by 
dividing men into classes, and promising promotion, was the sure 
way of securing their services, and satisfying their ambition. But 
the highest honors_after all were not conferred on the first builders, 
but on the priests who officiated in the temple. The traslitions 
that have come down to us are clear, connected, full of meaning, 
and are corroborated by every chronicle of those days, so that no 
man who has examined them, can have a doubt of it. If the He- 
brew records were lost this day, there is enough of their form of 
worship incorporated with the ceremonies of the four higher de- 
grees of the seven degrees of masonry, to preserve a considerable 


knowledge of the ceremonial law to all ages. These secrets were 
carried to Babylon,” &c,, &c. p. 20. 
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This is sufficiently definite to encourage us in an ef- 
fort seriously to meet it. The point that our author 
makes, is, that Solomon by the orders and degrees, and 
by the mysteries and honors of Freemasonry, built the 
temple of the Lord, and, rewarded his laborers and 
chief counsellors with a full knowledge of its secrets. 
This point he brightens with a full page of praises to 
the wisdom and learning of king Solomon. Seeing 
that Col. Knapp believes, and adhering masons mostly 
believe that king Solomon was their brother and Most 
Excellent Grand Master, we will take upon us faith- 
fully to shew, that they have been, and are now, duped 
by the falsehood of this impious hoax called Free- 
masonry. 

The above extract asserts that ‘* king Solomon knew 
enough to divide men ivto classes and promise them 
promotion :” that is, he divided the workmen of the 
temple into Apprentices, Fellow crafts, and Masters, 
constituting the first three degrees of Freemasonry. 
‘* But the highest honors were bestowed on the 
Priests :”’ that is the Mark Masters, Past Masters, 
Most Excellent Masters, and Royal Arch degrees, which 
are the four higher degrees ‘ of the seven degrees of 
masonry,” according to our author. The proof of this 
is in ‘ the traditions, clear, connected, and full of mean- 
ing, which are also corroborated by every Chronicle of 
those days.’ 

This is specific, and we meet it with a full denial. 

And now let our author furnish his “ clear and con- 
nected traditions,” let him quote a few of all the cor- 
roborating Chronicles of those days.—‘‘ But the tradi- 
tions are a secret! They may not be opened to vulgar 
eyes.” 

Let no man believe that they are a secret; they 
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are published in ten thousand copies. The pretence 
that they are a secret, is as false as that the mysteries of 
modern Freemasonry were instituted by king Solo- 
mon.—At least he may give us ‘the corroborating 
Chronicles of those days.” 


We adventure one step farther: we shew discrepan- 


cies in the clear traditions, and various absurdities in 
the connected traditions, too ridiculous to be noticed 
were they not solemnly attributed to the united kings of 
Jerusalem and Tyre in the work of Freemasonry, anc 
accredited by the Grand dignitaries of the order. ° 

The tradition of the degrees of Royal and Select 
Masters agrees with that of allthe seven degrees of ma- 
sonry, to declare that Solomon, Hiram of Tyre, and 
Hiram Abiff, built a secret vault under the sanctum sane- 
torum, in which they met for the study and love-of Free- 
masonry: which is absurd, because Hiram of Tyre was 
a great prince, whose residence was at least 130 miles 
from Jerusalem ; and he could not possibly leave his 
dominions to misrule for ‘‘ the noble and glorious pur- 
pose” of learning to pronounce Jah-lu-/un, under a 
living arch of uplifted hands at Jerusalem. That the 
wise king Solomon should have deserted business and 
pleasure for the routine of the Lodge room, and to be- 
come the student of Jachin and Boaz, is still more ab- 
surd. 

The Fourth, or Mark Master’s degree tells us, that 
at the building of the temple, the craftsmen received their 
wages, after having had their work inspected under the 
rules and officers of the fourth degree : which is predi- 
cated upon this inconsistency, viz: that men, (the officers 
at least,) were admitted tothe fourth degree of masonry 
before they were admitted to the third. The three 
Grand Masters alone, had the Master’s word and Mas- 
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ter’s degree, until the death of Hiram, according to the 
tradition. Therefore, it was impossible to have Mark 
Masters at the building of Solomon’s temple, the tradi- 
tions of the third degree of masonry being the witness. 

The third degree has the most celebrated tradition of 
Freemasonry. It makes Solomon and the two Hirams, 
Grand Masters in the work of Solomon’s temple ; 
makes these three enter into a solemn covenant, never 
to give the omnific word JAH-BU-LUN, except in the 
presence of the three. One of them, viz. Hiram Abiff 
being killed, the Master’s word was lost, Jah-bu-lun : 
why he was killed, and how he was killed, is fully set 
forth in the tradition, and is altogether absurd. Men- 
ials at noon day, would not singly fall upon their Mas- 
ter with the design to extort from him a secret so pre- 
cious as the grand omnific word of a mason Jah-bu-lun! 
kill him, bury him on the spot, and agree to meet at low 
twelve! return for him at midnight, dig him up, bear 
him off a distance, open for him a six foot grave, and 
then having put earth and a sprig of cassia over him, 
fly to go into Ethiopia! Surely their masonry made 
them fools, or having killed their Grand Master, they 
would not have wasted time in twice burying him to be 
entrapped by the foresight of king Solomon. But so 
they did; and Solomon cut off their escape by laying an 
embargo at Joppa, and took and slew them according 
to their own curses on their own bodies. We hope the 
uninitiated will bear with further details of this tradi- 
tion. So strong hold does it possess of adhering ma- 
sons, that many men of sound mind, and liberal educa- 
tion, members of the Fraternity, will have their confi- 
dence in Freemasonry more shaken by pointing out to 
them the absurdity of the traditions, than by all the 
murders, and intrigues, and deceptions of the institution, 
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which can yet gain their credence. Christian men de- 
clare their faith in this wonderful story, to be equalled 
only by their confidence in Divine Revelation ! 

The tradition is fairly written in Morgan’s Illustra- 
tions of Freemasonry, and in Bernard’s Light on Ma- 
sonry. 

It speaks repeatedly of the East, South, and West 
gates of the temple, and not only informs us that the 
North was destitute of a gate, but kindly tells us why ; 
‘because the temple was situated in North Latitude, 
and the direct rays of the sun could not enter from the 
North.’ Now, this tradition of Freemasonry must yield, 
when the Bible contradicts it, and the handmaid of re- 
ligion must acknowledge that she misrecollected the 
fact. The temple described by the prophet Ezekiel is 
believed to be the temple of Solomon, and in chapters 
40, 35.—42, 2.—44, 4.—46, 9, and 8, 3, the prophet 
speaks expressly of the North Gate of the temple. And 
again the Scriptures tell us the West had no gate, for 
the Holy of Holies was there. 

The tradition is correct in giving an account of three 
gates, but unfortunately it places them at the East, 
South, and West, when they were actually situated at 
the East, South, and North. 

The tradition further tells us that the imprecation of 
Jubela was: ‘“‘ O, that my throat had been cut across, 
my tongue torn out, and my body buried in the rough 
sands of the sea at low water mark, where the tide ebbs 
and flows twice in twenty-four hours :” &c.—and that 
king Solomon commanded: ‘“Take him without the West 
gate of the temple, and have him executed according to 
the imprecation of his own mouth.” It is affirmed, that 
Morgan’s murderers did not cut his throat, but Solomon 
not only cut the throat, he also tore out the tongue of 

Vol. I. 9.—2 
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Jubela, and then buried him where the tide ebbs and 
flows twice in twenty-four hours! In what part of Jeru- 
salem, or Judea, or of the countries round about, could 
that place be, brother Boaz’? Where the tide ebbs and 
flows twice in twenty-four hours. That could not be on 
the shore of the Dead sea, nor even upon the shore of the 
Mediterranean sea. The tides do not “ebb and flow 
twice in twenty-four hours,” on any of the coasts of 
Judea ; Jubela had no means of knowing about tides ; 
and, if he had, Solomon could not have buried him with- 
in his own dominions on such a spot, as the imprecation 
demanded, and the tradition asserts.—( E. D. Barber.) 

The tradition further informs us, that king Solomon 
sent men to look for the body of Hiram Abiff, and to 
search on and about the body for the lost word Jah-bu- 
lun! or a key toit. (Do not think, dear reader, thet 
king Solomon said Jah-bu-lun! Not for his crown, 
would he pronounce it, neither for Solomon’s fame will 
any adhering Royal Arch Mason at this day pronounce 
it.) The men found dead Hiram Abiff, opened the grave, 
lifted their hands in defence of their offended nostrils, 
and returned to report to king Solomon, that they had 
found the body, but neither the lost word (Jah-bu-lun,) 
nora key to it. The king is in despair; he lifts his 
hands, calling on God in the most solemn manner, and 
sends the men to see if they can raise dead Hiram by 
the grip of an Entered Apprentice! If this is not su- 
premely ridiculous, brother adhering to Masonry, recol- 
lect that the fellow crafts made the attempt, failed, re- 
turned again to report to king Solomon, and were again 
remanded to the grave for the purpose of raising the 
dead body by the grip of a fellow craft mason! and 
when they had reported the failure of this grip also, 
king Solomon arose, and accompanied by the craft, he 
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resorted to the grave to raise the body himself, with the 
stong grip, ycleped—the lton’s paw. 

Think of it brother! what child’s work for common 
masons! How ridiculous to suppose king Solomon en- 
gaged init. But Freemasonry tells this of him, and 
much more. Her “ clear, connected, and infallible” 
tradition declares, that king Solomon, whom we have 
always supposed to be a neat, as well as a wise man, 
took that offensive corpse, (now fifteen days laid in the 
grave, Brother Mason, and so changed that the skin 
and the flesh parted from the bone under the two for- 
mer attempts of the fellow crafts to raise it,) yes, king 
Solomon grappled it with either hand upon each wrist 
of the corpse, raised it stiff on the feet, set his foot to 
its fuot, his knee to its knee, his breast to its breast, his 
hand to its back, his mouth to its ear, and whispered 
Mah-ha-bone !—( Vide Light on Masonry, p. 69.) 

There are various other incredible circumstances de- 
tailed in the traditions, but we wish next to shew the 
author of the Genius of Masonry that he is far from the 
mark, also, in asserting that “ the traditions of Mason- 
ry are corroborated by every Chronicle of those days, 
so as no man who has examined them can have a doubt 
of it.”’"—p. 20. 

Chronicles of those ancient days are rare. Besides 
the Holy Scriptures and Josephus, we know not 
another original history of the age of Solomon. It 
might be well expected that these should take suitable 
notice of the heaven born Order, and inform us not only 
of the number, but also of the degrees of the Craft, and 
of the names of the three Grand Masters. The master 
masons were in number three thousand three hundred, 
the fellow crafts eighty thousand, the apprentices se- 
venty thousand. But the Bible ignorant of Freemason- 
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ry, fails of the true names of the different orders, and 
calls them Overseers, Hewers in the mountains, and Bear- 
ers of burdens. 

It must moreover, surprise the reader, that both the 
Bible and Josephus say nothing of King Hiram of 
Tyre, asa Master builder, or Grand Master of Free- 
masonry in the temple of Solomon. They speak of his 
Letter to Solomon, and of his coming out of Tyre as far 
as Gallilee, and of the twenty cities wlich he called 
Cabul ; but do not intimate the important fact, that he 
entered into a covenant with Solomon and Hiram Abiff 
never to say JAH-BU-LUN above his breath! This sin- 
gular omission may be excused in Josephus, seeing that 
he is a most considerate historian, and would state 
nothing incredible, although it were true. 

Josephus gives the correspondence of the two kings, 
and an account of the enigmas propounded to each 
other by letter, and the forfeits attendant upon a failure 
to solve their several riddles. But not a word is said 
of their having at any time shaken hands together, giv- 
ing each other the mystic grip, or the omnific word, 
or the sign of a mason—Book 8. Chapters 2 and 5. 
Hiram Abiff is not named in their company: he is not 
named as a mason, or a freemason, but rather as a 
goldsmith. Josephus says: ‘‘ this man was skilful in all 
sorts of work, but his chief skill lay in working in gold, 
in silver, and brass; by him were made all the mechan- 
ical works about the temple.”—Book 8, Chap. 3. In- 
stead, then, of being G:and Master of Masons, Jose- 
phus would have it that he was chief of the artists in 
brass and the precious metals. With him the Bible 


agrees : skilfu! to work in gold, and in silver, in brass, 
in iron, in stone, and in timber, in purple, in blue, and in 
fine linen and in crimson; also to grave any manner of 
engraving, and to find out every device.—2. Chron. 2. 14. 
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This plainly shews the importance of Freemasonry. 
Had it not been for the rare tradition of the mystic 
order, with Josephus and the Bible only to guide them, 
mankind, to the end of time, would have taken Hiram, 
the son of a widow woman of Tyre, to be a smith and 
an engraver ; and would have had no idea that he was 
a mason, a freemason, with apron and gavel and trowel. 

The book, called the IT Book of Chronicles, is also 
at issue with the tradition upon the point of the death 
of Hiram Abiff. The tradition says, he died while the 
workmen were completing the walls of the temple, and 
waiting for his designs upon the tressel board, and be- 
fore the walls were finished. But 2d Chronicles and 
2d Kings, and Josephus describe the building of the 
temple, then enumerate the articles of furniture and of 
ornament made for it by Hiram, and conclude by say- 
ing that ‘* Hiram finished the work, that he was to make 
for king Solomon for the house of God.” (2 Chron. 4, 11.) 
We think this with the west gate, and the burial place 
of Jubela, and Solomon’s embrace of the stinking corpse, 
must be set down to the discredit of infallible masonic 
tradition. 

‘** The uses and abuses of the science’ are promised a 
notice in the title page of our auth« r, and the science of 
Freemasonry is a matter of too much interest entirely 
to escape our attention. Language changes, and after 
many generations, the same words convey different 
ideas, as used by different authors. ‘There was a time 
when villain meant servant, and then masonry was a 
science ; but to call the work of laying up walls with 
mortar a science in the modern acceptation of the term, 
is no less a mistake, than it would be for a gentleman 
in the conclusion of his letter to subscribe himself in the 


use of the old word villain, for servant : your most obe- 
dient villain. 
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If the author of the Genius of Masonry intends to ex- 
cept operative masonry from the meaning of his word 
science, then he has nothing left to be embraced by the 
term, except the very sublime and mysterious matter con- 
tained in Morgan, the Le Roy revelations, and Bernard’s 
Light on Masonry! And certainly that matter, or Spec- 
ulative Freemasonry, has some claims to be considered a 
science. Men of learning have poured over it, and com- 
mitted it to memory as they once did Greek grammar, 
without seeing the least sense or use in it, but expecting 
at last to find by it both wisdom and advantage. Igno- 
rant men have labored it, as a poor farmer’s boy Jabors 
to mow with a dull scythe; and when they could make 
of it neither sense nor reason, they have humbly confess- 
edtheir inferior abilities, and congratulated those whose 
time and attainments enabled them to see wisdom, 
strength, and beauty in the pillars of the lodge-room, 
and freedom, fervency, and zeal, in chalk, and charooal 
and clay.—vide, Lecture of the Entered Apprentice. 

The question of Masonry and Antimasonry now be- 
fore the public, is one of fact, and not of opinion. Are 
the Revelations made in Bernard’s Light on Masonry, 
substantially correct? Every impartial man, who sides 
with the affirmative of this question, will also come to 
declare, that Freemasonry is a wicked and unpardona- 
ble imposition upon the world, and it ought to be de- 
stroyed. Col. Knapp’s work neither affirms, nor denies 
the truth of the Revelations, but sails wide off shore, 
and avoids facts with a scrupulosity, that renders his 
opinions less valuable. He must do it asa mason, and 
we pardon him as a man; but the public will never par- 
don Freemasonry, or any other secret thing, which ex- 
alts itself among us by sheer assertion, and sustains it- 
self by impious oaths of concord, and by barbarous pen- 
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alties of transgression. No American citizen, not a 
freemason, can read Morgan’s IIlustrations of Masonry, 
and fail to declare, that “if this is Freemasonry, the 
institution is a wicked and shameful imposture.” We 
know, and our author, if he has read it, knows, and 
eventually the public will declare that this is Freema- 
sonry, that it is a vile and selfish system, a blot among 
our republican institutions, and that it ought to be clean- 
sed entirely away. : 


pT 


FACTS 
Going to shew that the Masonic Order is responsible for the fate of 
WILLIAM MORGAN. 


‘‘Go up into Gilead and take balm, O virgin, the 
daughter of Egypt ; in vain shalt thou use many medi- 
cines, for thou shalt not be cured.”’ Jer. 46. 10. 


The extent to which the institution of Freemasonry is 
chargeable with the outrage upon Captain Wm. Mor- 
gan, is worth examining ; and if examining shews that 
the institution first stimulated, then performed, and now 
sustains the violent abduction, and probable murder, of 
a freeborn American citizen, those who support the in- 
stitution are abettors of the awful crime. 


What is the institution of Freemasonry? The laws 
and principles ; the constitutions and the acknowledged 
authorities of Freemasonry, with its regularly initiated 
members, constitute the Institution of Freemasonry. 


We bring some evidence to prove, that in each of 


these points the institution is guilty of a foul and un- 
natural violation of the laws. 
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1. The principles of the institution excited the Fra- 
ternity to commtt this outrage. ‘The law of Freemasonry 
condemns to @ horrid death the traitor to Freemasonry : 
the Constitutions of Freemasonry are crossed with a 
naked sword to enforce that law. (See Emblem, in 
Cross’s Chart, an authorised work of the Fraternity.) 
The principles of Freemasonry inculcate VENGEANCE to 
the masonic traitor. (See the sword pointing to the na- 
ked heart in Cross’s Chart, and the apron of the elected 
Kts. of nine, described in the Freemason’s Monitor, an 
authorised work of the Fraternity, N. Y. Ed. 1802, 
Part 2. Book 1 Chap. 6.) The penalties of the oaths, 
to have the throat cut, breast rent, bowels torn out, 
skull cleft, head placed on the highest spire, &c. &c. 
a long and an impious list, exhibit the principles of 
Freemasonry, which constitute the institution, as far as 
principles can constitute the institution of Freemasonry ; 
and prove our first position, that the institution first 
stimulated the violent outrage upon Capt. W. Morgan. 

2. The Institution then committed. 

Every man concerned in the violent abduction and 
probable murder of Captain Morgan, with the uninten- 
tional exception of Corydon Fox, was a freemason ; and 
to diminish nothing from her credit, she soon after ini- 
tiated him into her mysteries. 

The arrangements for the abduction were discussed 
by freemasons in the tyled secrecy of ‘the lodge-room, 
(Eli Bruce, and A. W. Ainsworth and T. G. Green, ) and 
money to pay for it was taken by the vote of the lodges 
and fraternities from the proper funds of the institution. 
The masons who took him off, did not do it on their 
own responsibility, but under the supposed direction of 
the regularly constituted authorities of Freemasonry: 
‘Edward Giddins. ) 
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The carriage that bore him from Rochester to Fort Niagara, was 
engaged some days before, and its uee was charged at the time by 
its owner, a royal arch mason, te the Grand Chapter of New-York 
pro tem. (Ezra Platt.) 

Moreover, a@ committee of the Chapter at Batavia, waited on 
Captain Morgan, remonstrated, intreated, and then threatened him 
with the danger to which he was exposed. (Be njamin Porter.) 
Elder Davin Bensarv, 8. D. Greene, and many others at the 
scene of this violence, masons, have declared, that as masons they 
kuew that av outrage upon Captain Morgan was contemplated, 
and that it was done under the influence and by the hand of the 
constituted authorities of the Institution. 

Chesebro, who headed the party te arrest Morgan on the 11th of 
Sept. was Master of the Lodge at Canandaigua, and Col. King 
who accompanied him to the Powder Magazine, and to the last, 
was High Priest of a Chapter. Wm. Seaver of Batavia. Master 
of the Lodge, Blanchard Powers, High Priest, and James Ganson, 
Treasurer of Le Roy Chapter, and General P. Whitney, High 


Priest of Lewiston Chapter, are names well known in the history 


ofthe Morgan outrage. 

Proof of this kind can be multiplied to @ great extent: and it is 
admitted by many of the Fraternity with an exception only to the 
death. The authorities did not mean to kill him; they would only 
stab him in his liberty, make his wife a widow and his children 
orphans in fact, though not in the law; but the servants whom the 
institution employed were disposed to be more faithful to the spirit 
and principles of the institution, and to end the matter they put him 
to death. Richard ©, Howard, alias Richard Chipperfield, said ou 
the affidavit of Mr. Mann of Buffalo, “ the lot to kill fell on him:” 
and again, ‘ the deed of death is done.” And on the affidavit of 
Wm, Holmes of New York City: “I fly to Europe for having been 
concerned in the MunDER Of Morgan.”’ 

These facts shew that the institution, by ils servants, executed 
the vengence upon the traitor to Freemasonry, which is inculeated 
by its principles, aud required by its laws. 

3. The Institution sustains this cold blooded abuse of a freeborn 
American citizen 

All the stout hearted of the Fraternity at the West, long denied 
the forcible abduction, and in the East and the South they continue 
perseveringly to deny it. On Grand Juries a majority of Free- 
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masous, not only acquitted their brethren presented for this crime, 
but strangely certified in one instance, that no proof was offered, 
shewing that Morgan had been carried on the Ridge Road. Free- 
masons calumniated the Lewiston Committee; threatened the lives 
and the property of its members; and made their honest name 
odious in this Christian land. 

‘* Deanunciations” says Mr. Weed in the Antimasonic Inquirer, of Ro- 
chester, commenced with the first steps takento ascertain the fate of Mor- 
gan, and the vengence of masonry has pursued the people through every 
stage of that investigation For the first three months after the outrage, 
ilie man who even hinted that masons had committed it, was branded as a 
calumniator. These who volunta:ily entered upon an investigation, were 
denounced as disturbers of the public peace. The Fraternity, with almost 
one voice, and with their boasted “ force of concert,’’ sent abroad endless 
fabrications, to mislead and abuse the public mind, and a paper in this vil- 
lage, which alluded to the outrage, was bullied into a retraction by one of 
the « onspirators.”’ 

By these and like individual acts of malevolence toward those who 
have dared to look into the abuse ofa freeman by secret Freemasonry, 
the Institution has sustained, and does yet sustain the monstrous out- 
rage. But higher proof follows. Taper Porter a royal Arch mason 
of Seneca Co. disclosed the fact that Dr. Fyfield, the delegate from 
that County to the Grand Fraternity of New York, informed him 
masonically that the Grand body paid by vote money from their funds 
for the support of the Morgan Conspirators. A great storm was 
raised, Mr. Porter and the publisher were prosecuted in the amount 
of 25000 alleged damages; but, lo! the suitor after two continu- 
ances entered a nolle prosequi. 

Parsos G. Smipmay, of Onondago County, in May last suys:—“ I 
was informed in June, 1827, by one of the members of the Grand Lodge, 
in whom I could place implicit confidence, that a distinguished individual 
in Niagara county, who, was deeply implicated in the abduction of Nor- 
van, and who has since been convicted (but not sentenced) was paid out 
of the funds of the Grand Lodge, one hundred dollars, because he had 
suffered! 1 was also informed that the Grand Lodge had increased its 
charity fund for the purpose of assisting those who were implicated in the 
Morgan afiair. Within a few months the above has been confirmed to me 
by two other individuals, members of the Grand Lodge in 1827.” 

Henry F. Yates, a Royal Arch mason of Mon gomery Co. 
N. Y. says:—‘* No honest and conscientious mason, who attended the 
Grand Lodge in 1827, in the city of NY. can and dare deny on his corj»o- 
ral oath, thatthe Grand Lodge did vote and pay to Ex1 Bruce, [since con- 
victed of the Morgan Conspiracy, | $250, to indemnify him, in part, for his 
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losses and removal by Gov. Clinton from his office of Sheriff of the county 
of Niagara.” 

This he challenges the Grand Lodge, if they deny it, to submit 
to a feigned issue in the Supreme Court, and pledges him- 
self to prove it to their shame, and to the satisfaction of the court 
and jury. 

And it is admitted by Western masons in familiar conversation, 
that much money has been contributed by the constituted authori- 
ties of the Fraternity, to support the Western sufferers. And who 
are the Western sufferers? ‘The men who “ have robbed the State 
of a citizen, a citizen of his liberty, a wife of her husband, and a 
family of helpless child-en of the endearments and protecting care 


Throop. 


of a parent.” —Judge 

The men who have thrown a firebrand into the standing corn of 
our privileges, and are determined at the risk of the harvest to fan 
the flame already kindled there: the men who have put the State 
in commotion, the public treasury to expense, and the laws of the 
Jand at defiance, for the sake of false and double tongued Free- 
masonry. 

Add to this, that Richard Howard, or Chipperfield,.was received, 
and entertained and concealed, as asuflering brother, by the Knight 
Templars of New-York. koowing him to be the confessed mur- 
derer of Williain Morgan; and the whole is hidden among them 
under their oath of secreey—( Avery Allyn.) Let vot the reader 
think this is too much to be eredited. Hiram B. Hopxins and 
others state a fact equally strange, and equally shewing that the 
Institution of freemasonry sustains the outrage upon the liberty 
and probably upon the life of Captain Morgan. At the [nstallation 
of the Chapter at Lewiston, L4th Sept. 1826, many masoas were 
assetabled from different and distant parts Among ,them were 
Rev. Clergymen of different denominations, civi! and military 
officers, and men sworu to support the constitution and lawsof the 
land, and also, the constitution and laws of freemasonry. In the 
early morning of that day Captain Morgan had been falsely tm- 
prisoned in the Powder Magazine, at Fort Niagara, “ And this 
Was generally kpown among the masons asssembled there.’’— 
H. B. Hopkins. 

It is the language of charity unconscious of these facts, to say: 
‘J entertain the most entire coufidence that the Fraternity did not 
participate in this crime—I fully believe that they held the perpe- 
trators in just abhorrence, that they would rejoice if the guilty;were 





















































































































——— 
































ee ee es 


220 ANTI-MASONIC REVIEW, [ Vol. f. 


discovered, and would aid in bringing the murderers to condign 


punishment ;” but the facts are otherwise. The veracity of Avr- 
ay AuiyN has not been, aud cannot be impeached, and the testi- 
mony of Hiram 33. Horkins is not controverted. By the reluct- 
ant and late testimony of these witnesses, the Fraternity are made 
to appear in large bodies to have connived atthe outrage, to have 
concealed imporiant frets relating to it, and to have aided in his 
escape one of the most daring and lawless actors in the violent 
affair. 

And the Fraternity, far from rejoicing, when the guilty are dis- 
covered, by every jest, and foolish speech, would have at first 
persuaded the public that no crime had been committed: and 
forced to yield that, they next set every wheel in motion to distract 
the honest men io pursuit of the perpetrators of the crime; and 
now they revile Barks Cooke, ‘Timotuy Fircn, and Freperick 
Wuirriesey, and abhor Edward Giddins and Avery Allyn, ten- 
fold more than they do Wright and Cheesebro, Ganson and Lawson 
and Sawyer. 

So far from aiding “in bringing the murderers to light,” many 
of the fraternity hate those who attempt it. A masen that speaks 
the houest convictions of his mind to the prejudice of Freemasonry 
in the Morgan outage, is pursued sharper than the kidnappers of 
a freeman. 

And the effort to give the new check dezree with its sublime word, 
L, O, S, issufficient to send miuisters of Freemasonry, plenipoten- 
tiary, to Europe; but to eateh the murderer, the Order have not 
strengtli to send a constable to Liverpool, nor even vo hold the 
fraternal assassin when he is in their hands. 

With this evideuce before us, the Tostitution must be adjudged 
not altogether free from the fate of Morgan ; but it is deeply stain- 
ed with it. That the proof obtained comes by the hardest. is 
enoug!: to satisfy an impartial mind that more is in secret, 
which time will reveal to the conviction and overthrow of the 
Masonie Institution, and to the confusion of its supporters. 

Capt. Wm. Morgan was not saerificed by private malice, or per- 
sonal antipathy : lie fell not by hands nerved with the violence of 
sudden passion, or of cold avarice. But Freemasonry has her 
penalties: to these the life of Capt..Morgan was forfeited, and to 
these liis life was sacrificed by the cruel hands of his brethren in 
cold blood, stimulated by the spirit of the order. 
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CONVENTION OF ANTIMASONS AT VERMONT. 


The Convention of Antimasons of the State of Vermont, held in 
the Capitol at Montpelier, 5th Aug. 1829, Srvenry to r1enry 
members present; all the Counties represented, save two, 


Nothing can be more confidently affirmed, than the extension 
and deep confirmation of hostility in the public mind to all secret 
and oath bound fraternities. The smal! cloud of Antimasonry, like 
a man’s hand, seen three years ago in the Western horizon, has 
arisenwith the terrors of the thunder, and with the sharp searchings 
of the forked lightning, until the heavens are becoming overcast, 
and the guilty begin trembling even within the dark recesses of the 
tiled Lodgeroom. We know itis acloud big with the elements of 
strife. It rises slowly against the East wind, gathering strength 
from the aliment brought to it by opposing currents of air. Its 
darkly involved heads, and gleaming fires, its deep toned thunders, 
and mighty arguments of omnipotent power, fill the soul with dread, 
and make the beholder realize how diminutive is man compared 


with his Maker, and how worthless are human efforts to stay the 
purposes of heaven 


Feeble mortals dread the loud voice heard from the summer 
cloud of purifying rain, and shrink and hide from the prying light, 
that bursts upon the darkness from the fertilizing shower. Yet, 
when the tempest is over, they look forth with joy upon the 
refreshed earth, and the cleansed herbage, and the dripping forest ; 
and, while they breathe the healthful atmosphere, and gaze on the 
bright bow of promise refracted and reflected in the heavens, their 
hearts swell with gratitude to Him who brings the -lorious storm, 
who sends the swift lightening to purify the air, and the rain to 
water the thirsty earth, 

Antimasonry is a storm, which masons say is got up by a few de- 
signing men; but to our mind the excitement against Freemasonry 
is * got up,” as the corn is got up in July, by the warm sun, and 
the rain of heaven. If there are suckers, empty tassels, and blasted 
ears, every fertile field affords them, and we fearlessly commit to 
time to shew any party field in these States yielding so much 
sound corn as Antimasonry. The sturdy yeoman, the vigorous 
mechanic, the honest countryman, are the materials of the party. 
Village demagogues, professional gentlemen, and merely political 
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characters, keep aloof from the controversy, or laugh to scorn the 
feeble beginnings of a great mora! revolution. 

They first affect to laugh, and then to lament at the attempt in 
Vermont to kindle up fires of masonic persecution from the dying 
embers of New-York excitement. ‘ Salem witchcraft” affords 
but a feeble expression of their contempt for the efforts made by 
freemen to vindicate the laws from the deadly grasp of secret 
vaths, and open violence. They as much believe in the death of 
New York Antimasonry, as in the death of Hiram Abiff; they 
think the body as safely concealed as that of Capt. Morgan, so 
that no freemason ean be attainted of the murder; and they flatter 
themselves, that their most Ancient and Honorable Fraternity will 
grow more stoutly in a soil fattened by the blood of its adversaries : 
no manner of doubt of it. 

And yet, what says the Appeal of Vermont Masons, April, 1829, 
upon the subject of Antimasonic excitement? ‘The last four months 
lave seen it burst upon us like the sudden explosion of a voiceno.” 
What says the Address of the Monroe county Fraternities on re- 
turning their charters? Remonstrating with those who persist in 
their determination “ to breast the tide of oppression, which is 
swelling around them.” ‘The Committe eloquently say :— 

“You may yet for a brief season, fondly cling to the social bands which 
unite your order; but fell suspicion has fixed upon you her jaundiced gaze, 
is deafto remonstrance, ond has decreed their dissolution. You are hotly 
pursued by the evil genius ofa rapacious prejudice, which nothing can pro- 
pitiate short of your unconditional submission.” 

Abate the rhetoric, and this is good proof that Antimasonry was 
as lively among the Western masons 13th of last March, as ever 
Achiiles was among the flying Trojans. And, although that same 
Address was aimed, like the arrow of Paris, at the heel of our 
cause, it shot one side; the invulnerable offspring of truth has since 
that period arrayed in Pennsylvania Ritner and the Prorre 
against Woxr and the Masons, and in Vermont has vowed, in the 
capitol of the Green Mountains, to avenge the abused rights of per- 
sonal liberty upon haughty Freemasonry. 

The address sf Elder Colver on the first day of the Convention 
was full of point, judicious remark, and deep interest. Two hours 
he held the attention of acrowded house, to such views of the secret 
ordet. as an honest ex-mason can express with the utmost confi- 
dence, and no lodge-going brother can withstand him. His obser- 

vations upon the nature of masonic obligations, the points right or 











No. 9. AND MONTHLY MAGAZINE. 283 


wrong, and murder and treason not excepted, in the Royal arch oath, 

and the village influence of Masonry, as opposed to the farming 

interest, were peculiarly happy, The concurrent testimony of 
twenty seceding masons to the general accuracy of the masonic oaths, 

as published by Morgan, was publicly given on the second day of 
the Convention with impressive effect. The nomination of state 

officers was made with perfect unanimity, and with great consisten- 

cy. The Rev. Mr. Wooster said :—‘* We have come here not to 

regulate the State, but to regulate Freemasonry ;” and they did it, 

hy nominating and recommending the powers that be, excepting 

only the masons in power; these they struck from their list of Can- 

didates, and put in their places the names of as worthy men, who 

are not under oath to any law, or constitution, but to the law and 

constitution of our country. And that, gentle reader, was right. 

Pause and reflect upon it, if you please, but do not leave the subject 
until you can say as well as feel :—* that was right, that was right!” 

Freemasonry hasa law and a constitution which are not the law and 

the constitution of the land; and which Freemasons are, neverthe- 

less, sworn to support. It is no contempt of the law and of the 
constitution of the land, however it may be of Freemasonry, to 

prefer to office only those who have an eye single to official duty, 

and to reject from power those, who are already sworn to support 

a secret and peculiar law and constitution of any sort. Ay, it was 

right! 

The Convention met on the third day to finish their labors. Hav- 
ing begun with prayer, and acted in harmony, they concluded with 
a full and able developement of their opinions prepared in their 
Address, and Resolutions, and with an appeal to the throne of 
Grace for that blessing, destitute of which, even the swift lose the 
race, and the strong lose the victory. 





POLITICAL MASONRY. 


Antimasonry is said to be political: O, horrible. It is confi- 
dently affirmed that Freemen refuse to vote at the polls for Free- 
masons! Citizens of this Republic are supposed to reject from 
their ballots the names of any candidates they please, even of lodge- 
men and bond-masons; and this, too, without asking leave ot 
their rulers. What are we coming to! We shall soon hear that 
travellers ride as they please, in the Union-Line, or in the Citizen’s 
Line, without advice of a lawyer; and that men renounce and for- 
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sake the use of ardent spirits without consulting the College of 
Physicians. 

Political Freemasonry is well enough, because that is a secret, 
and the shame of the thing is covered ; but, with politics written 
upon its front, Antimasonry has no blush. Freemasonry ought to 
be political, for it is often sworn to be : and no man could trust it, 
if it fails to keep its own solemn covenants. Shall it bind men with 
an oath under penalty of a horrid death. to vote for a brother ma- 
son who is a candidate at the elections before all others of equal 
qualifications, and yet neglect that duty ? Shall! the thousand ma- 
sons in office have all the benefit of this obligation, and of their 
offices, and their brethren of the very next year be forsaken? This 
would be faithlessness in the extreme. Members of the Fraternity 
have large debts of gratitude to pay one another yet, and to dis- 
charge these debts like honorable men, they must treely use the 
ballot box, appoint to subaltern offices the men who have elected 
them, and reward each other out of the public chest, steadily pre- 
ferring one another, as they are bound to do. Freemasonry, is 
compelled to be political, by the obligation of an oath, and a just 
sense of gratitude for many unmerited favors received, but as this 
is a secret, no citizen is hurt by it. The Revenue collected from 
the customs supports government, and the people do not feel the 
burden; the offices gathered by Freemasons at the Polls, and by 
fraternal appointment, support gigantic Freemasonry, and the peo- 
ple are not any poorer for it. They must support somebody 
for office, and the masons, when well treated, cost no more 
than other men. But Political Antimasonry is without excuse. 
It has no secrecy to cover it, no oath to justify it, no debts of 
gratitude to settle by it. It comes like a direct tax upon luxuries, 
and all those who keep masonic jewels and medal: and treasures, 
are made to pay for them without mercy Political Freemasonry 
has quietly chosen a secret place, and diligently builded her nest, 
and lined it with softest down ; and now comes cruel Antimasonry 
directly aiming to tumble out the open mouthed young, and to 
break up the sweet nest. Oh! what a monster ! 

For the destruction of Freemasonry, Popes have issued their 
bulls ; the associate Synod of Scotland have denounced it, the 
Methodist Episcopal Conference of New-England have proscribed 
it, Associations and Consociations of independent churches have 
excommunicated it, and many private churches have expelled it ; 
hut this does not touch the life of Freemasonry; it hardly shews 
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signs of pain under these various blows. But take from the Order 
its political privileges, and, in this country, it is dead of a con- 
sumption. Strip it of one cloak of secrecy, and it will draw another 
on; bring its members to forsake it, and it will decoy others in ; 
but rob it of its political ascendency, and you rob it of life. Its 
charity famishes, its magnificence shrivels, its pride falls, and its 
glory fades forever 

The oath, the interest, and the habit of Freemasonry require it 
to be political, and the life and prosperity of the order depend en- 
tirely upon its electioneering power and consequence. And where 
is the harm, fellow citizens, of openly meeting at the polls, that 
which secretly comes there ? Does not every man know that emi- 
nent statesmen can have nothing to do with Freemasonry, except 
as an engine of political power? Where is the sin of using our 
liberty to preserve our civil rights, and our equal privileges ? We 
may not speak against Freemasonry in mixed company, for then 
we wound some one of our friends. We may not bring it before the 
Church for then our Lord’s body is pained and broken. We may 
not discuss its character in the usual newspapers of the day, for 
the Fraternity are strong enough to forbid it. And what shall we 
do, if we may not quietly vote against it at the polls ? 

What other course have we left 2? We issue pamphlets, but they 
are belied by Freemasonry, and soon forgotten. We publish vol- 
umes, but they are left with Barruel and Robison and Payson, to 
moulder in dust, while the Order flourish their trumpets and aprons 
in every street. We publish newspapers: and those newspapers 
live or die according as the community in which they are publish- 
ed, make this opposition to Freemasonry political, or not. One 
year ago the People of Washington and Oneida Counties, New- 
York, scarcely took a political part in the controversy with Free- 
masonry ; and only a scattering antimasonic paper could find its 
way among them. They have since taken up the subject political- 
ly, and now they sustain each a paper of more than one thousand 
two hundred subscribers. On the other hand, in the great City of 
New York, where we hope there are five thousand votes against 
Freemasonry ; Antimasonry has lost a newspaper, after it had run 
many months, because no statesman here dare look the Mystery in 
the face at the polls. Our leading menhave feared that Antimason- 
ry would not bear them up, and have taken no more interest, than 
to wish the cause well, and to commend the labor of its advocates. 
But let the question come, as it must come here, in the ballot box, 
and you shall see that not one new paper, only, but many of those now 
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issued in the city of New York, will lift the veil of ignorance from 
the mind of our citizens, and tell plainly what Freemasonry has 
done and is doing to corrupt mankind, and to destroy our liberties. 

Pennsylvania affords a case in point. Antimasonry was only 
heard in that State from a few points of the public press, until re- 
cently. Now the cry of Ritner and the People against Wolf and 
the Masons is rung from mountain to river, and from the tides of the 
Delaware to the Canals of Pittsburg and Erie. The mighty differ- 
ence lies in Pennsylvania’s having on the 25th of June last, taken up 
the question politically. 

Men wish Antimasonry could only be a moral question. The 
work in your hand kind reader, takes it so. But know, that your 
very moralist would be compelled to relinquish his labour, did not 
the spirit of inquiry aroused by making Antimasonry political, keep 
him alive. At the polls, the question may be effectually settled 
without strife ina short time, and the whole subject die. Churches 
are saved, families are saved, and the country is saved, while free 
men go quietly to the ballot box, and publicly put in their vote 
against secret Freemasonry, and banish it by ostracism. How else . 
can we do? We have no Pope in the country to excommunicate it 
by his decree. We have no Emperor to abolish it by his will. 
We have no Parliament capable of expelling, or restraining it. The 
soverign People alone can annihilate Freemasonry. Itis only 
for them to will, and it is done. Their voice distinctly heard 
at repeated elections in Monroe County has put away the masonic 
charters from that county : the same voice heard in this city will 
shake the charters from the hands of masons here, and it will every- 
where banish Freemasonry from our soil. The question of 
Freemasenry is a painful one in many of its connexions ; but it is 
put, and must be put to the people, and to the whole people. We 
have repeatedly brought it before moral men, and religious men 
alone. They listen, they burn, they act; but in one moment they 
run afoul of their Pastor, their Temperance President, or How- 
ard Benevolent brother, Freemasons and they are palsied: 
They will still hear, but it is next to impossible to bring them to 
act, to countenance, or to sustain a public investigation of Freema- 
sonry. The people have taken it up with the ballots, and with the 
ballots let them settle it. 

And, what should be conclusive upon this point, the question has 
been a merely moral question for one hundred years; and, not- 
withstanding, the public by a great majority have always decided 





No. 9.] AND MONTHLY MAGAZINE. 28% 


against Freemasonry, and refrained from its embrace, still the mid- 
night thing has increased year by year. Consider this fact. It 
has been a moral question agitated in every neighbourhood, and 
sometimes, as thirty years ago, briskly agitated in books and ser- 
mons, and pamphlets, This moral disputation has always been of 
advantage to Freemasonry. It has brought the secret thing more 
into notice, and been an apology for its glorifying itself falsely 
With the names of all the excellent of the earth from Adam down. 
Any thing, Pandemonium, or Erebus itself, covered with a veil, and 
adorned with the names of Washington, Franklin, and La Fayette, 
and at the same time modestly inviting the young to lift the veil, 
and to taste of its pleasures, will possess allurements for all men, and 
will always be catching some. So we find it with Freemasonry. 
While we talk about it, and condemn it, as an immoral institution, 
ten thousand moral masons differ with us, besides a hundred thous- 
and immoral masons. ‘nd these are more than enough to keep 
the institution alive, andto make it honorable, and give it respect- 
ability in the world. 

Who is so blind as not to see, that in this way the question of 
Freemasonry is endless, and the life of the institution lasting as de- 
lusion and sin. The people have made it a moral question, and 
settled it long ago: but seeing that does not rid us of Freemasonry, 
the people are determined to carry their decision to the polls of 
the elections, and politically to establish their moral position. O 
glorious privilege, belonging only to Americans: the privilege of 
sealing their moral conclusions with the impress of the highest po- 
litical power! O happy constitution of government, which collects 
in the ballot box like an electrical battery, the scattered and almost 
imperceptible decision of the public will, and discharges it like the 
irresistible lightning of heaven upon the corrupt systems and inde- 
fensible opinions of past ages, and purifies the moral atmosphere by 
the energy of its political action! O blessed use of the elective 
franchise, when it is exercised not to exa!t this citizen, or to pros- 
trate that; but when, with a sovereignty almost divine, paying no 
respect to persons, it aims solely to uproot the deep foundations of 
error, and of immorality, to destroy the works of darkness, and to 
expel from our Eden of social, political, and religious privileges, the 
lurking serpent, that great enemy of the Church and of the Consti- 
tution, Freemasonry. We bless the God of our fathers, that he 
has given us a form of government by which the chaff of public 
opinion may be readily sifted from the wheat, by which the wicked 
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inventions of selfish men, hewever entwined around the hearts of many 
upright citizens, and interwoven with all our social and civil rela- 
tions, may be gently separated from the body politic, without vi- 
olence or bloodshe¢, dy the natural energy, and healthful operation 
of the constitution and the laws. We praise Him, who has the 
hearts of all men in his hands, that many use their elective fran- 
chise ina way to rebuke the proud Lie which exalts itself among 
the most glorious Societies of the age ; that they have made it feel, 
and forced it to confess the power of public opinion concentrated 
by the ballot box ; and that while it has melted away in the focus of 
the political lens at Rochester, it softens throughout New-York, 
and is excited'in every State on our borders. 

As nothing can be riper, so nothing can be fitter for destruction by 
the power of the ballot box, than Freemasenry. Sober men may 
rejoice that they have a way at the pols to enforce their abhorrence 
of the impious system without disturbing the peace of the church, 
and all the haters of the vainglorious and deceitful institution may 
vive their vote without contention or reproach, ‘to put Freemasonry 
where it will stay put,’ under the ban of public opinion, ‘ among 
the past misfortunes of our blessed country.’ 





An Appreat to the inhabitants of the state of Vermont, on the sub- 
ject of the Anti-masonic excit:ment by a committee previously ap- 
pointed for that purpose, made at a public convention, holden at 
Middlebury, April 7th 1829, and an Appress delivered before the 
Convention by Jonathan A. Allen, M.D. Published by order of the 
meeting. Pamphlet, 36 pages. 

‘* All of us have heen for years members of the society of masons. 
Most of us have been so for a very long period of time, and profess 
to be perfectly familiar, with the principles and practices of the so- 
ciety, as they have existed in this state ;—and believe them to have 
been the same among us, as those which have universally prevailed, 
wherever the society has existed. Since we have been masons we 
have had many opportunities of intercourse with intelligent mem- 
bers of the society from England, Ireland, and Scotland ; occasionally 
with those from the continent of Europe. and very frequently with 
those from different states of the Union. As {ars our information 
has extended, we have not been able to discover any important dif- 
ference between their practices and principles, and our own.” p. 1. 

This extract proves hy unquestionable authority, that the Free 
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inasonry of Europe and America is virtually the same, and that the 
}’reemasonry of the States of this Union, has no important difference : 
therefore, we infer with confidence that the correct revelation of it 
in New-York is a correct revelation of every material point of the 
system in the whole world.—Vide Bernard's Light on Masonry. 

** Previous to the last two years, the march of masonry in the 
United States has been steady and uninterrupted (p.7.) The re- 
cent excitement against it has been but slightly felt in the section 
of country in which we live. The last four months, however, have 
seen it burst upon us like the sudden explosion of a volcano. (p.8.)”” 
Yes, and on the 5th Aug. we saw the pure lava of Antimasonry pour- 
ing out upon the Green-mountains from the very capital of Vermont. 

“The freedom of elections is one of those rights over which the 
American people have ever watched with a wholesome jealousy; and 
American masons would be as slow to inirude upon it, as any other 
class of citizens. We boldly pronounce all masonry which teaches 
a distinction {at the polls in favor of masons,] to be spurious and 
corrupt, and we donot believe that any such ever existed ina regu- 
lar lodge.”’—( p. 13.) 

They are ‘ bold to pronounce such masonry to be spurious and 
corrupt,’ seeing that many lodges in different parts of Vermont are 
known to have sworn their members ** to vote for a brothe? of equal 
qualifications in preference toall others” hey would believe this 
‘‘existed in a regular lodge” had they heard the fact testified, as we 
did, by many independent witnesses in the Vermont Convention, 
Sth Aug. 

** Convince us that masonry affects a judge upon the bench, and 
that it interferes with the sacred right of trial by jury, and from that 
moment we ase Anti masons forever.” —(p. 15.) 

We take you at your word, gentlemen. ‘ A criminal has thought 
he secured impunity by revealing to the judge, who was about to 
pronounce sentence, their masonic relationship.” (Hon. C. D. Col- 
den‘'s Letter.) ‘This was ‘** a judge upon the bench.” On page 
236 of this work will be found two cases in point to shew the inter- 
ference of masonry with the sacred right of trial by jury ; and to the 
unimpeachable veracity of John R. Mulford, we bear our personal 
testimony. Another case is that of a trial in Essex county, N. J. 
when the respected Wm. Vanderpool of Newark, was foreman and 
Moses Ward, Job Meeker, and others, and Johnathan C. Ball were 
on the jury. The verdict was made up, and carned in with one ju- 
ror dissenting, who excused his strange conduct on the following 











200 AN'TI-MASONIC REVIEW, | Vol. f. 


day, as being in consideration of his masonic oath. ‘The many 
trials of the Morgan conspirators, indisputably shew that Freema- 
sonry interferes to an alarming extent with the sacred right of trial 
by jury. We beg the Vermont masons to be convinced that these 
things are so, and we hold them to their promise, to be ** Anti-ma- 
sons forever.” 

The Addvess is suitable to the oceasion. “Had [Cupt. Wm. 
Morgan,] even been guilty uf divulging the secrets of the Order, we 
know of no obligation in Freemasonry which would require any vio- 
lence whatever towards his person.” (p. 27.)—Vide Penalties of Ma- 
sonic oaths ; and the oaths of Thrice Illustrious Kt. and of Kt. Kadosh, 
and Kts, Adepts of the Eagle, or Sun. 

The implied doubt of Morgan's divulging the secrets of Freema- 
sonry, is only surpassed by a writer in the Vermont Watchman and 
Gazzette 11th August, who says to :—‘* Antimasonic Editors and 
their adherents. Though [ have taken some number of degrees more 
than twenty, yet never did I take one oath or obligation, as those 
laid down by Morgan:—This Morgan bik is, a perfect hoax be- 
tween the book«maker, printer, andseller.”” The men who intimate, 
or assert, that Morgan’s book is not a correct revelation of Freema- 
sonry, are, for so doing, contemptible in their own eyes, and must 
be accounted ignorant in the sight of men, or false in the sight of 
God. In atrial by jury at Bethany, Genesee Co. N. Y. 11th July 
1829, it appears by the oath of jtwo officers and members of Olive 
Branch Lodge, that the ceremonies of Freemasonry used in their 
lodge, do “ not difler materially from the exposition in Morgan's 
book :”’ and, notwithstanding it was a masonic trial, in which many 
adhering masons were called upon the witnesses stand, no man, or 
F’reeemason, swore anything to the contrary. 





CHINESE MASONRY. 


Mr. Epiror, 

I do not suppose that our masonic friends are mur- 
derers, nor that they respect masonry the more because its penal- 
ties are tortures and blood. My idea is, that so vast a power as 
that whick is given to this association by its secrecy and imposing 
show, makes it a dangerous thing ; and that sucha power, so easily 
turned to mischief in the hands of bad men, or in times of excited 
passion, ought not to exist, when there is no necessity for it. And 
I challenge masons to shew any necessity fer the existence of their 
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Institution, or any good to be accomplished by it, which christian- 
ity or even common humanity, would not attain just as well. 

Its dangerous character arises from that which, in the judgement 
of all masons gives it being and worth, its secrecy. This, and not 
the mode of working in the lodgeroom, identifies Masonry with the 
ancient Mysteries of Eleusis, the Bona Bea, &c And this renders 
it pertinent to the trial of Freemasonry, to bring evidence of the 
course of other secret associations. 

With this view I send you an extract from the Report of the En- 
glish Mission College at Malacca, shewing the spirit of an associa- 
tion, which so far as I can learn by inquiry, may be properly call- 
ed Chinese Freemasonry. Probably some learned masons can tell 
whether the San Ho Howeuy is in fellowship with Hindu, Mohamme- 
dan, and Caristian Freemasonry or not. Li. 


THE EXTRACT. 

‘ The other two young men who have left the College, since last 
year, are both natives of China, and were honorably spoken of in 
our last report. They had not completed thei: second year in the 
institution, when, according to their own solemn and often repeat- 
ed declarations, they were driven from a settlement by a fraternity 
of Chinese called the San Ho Hwuy, the objects of which are not 
clearly ascertained, but which are regarded as mischevous by the 
Chinese in these parts, who do not belong to the society. These 
two young men, it appears, had given mortal offence to the brother- 
hood, by assisting a friend whose life was sought by them, in ma- 
king his escape from Malacca. One of them, however, being 
famed for his skill in wielding the sword, and the other having ac- 
quired considerable knowledge of English, objects of some import- 
ance to the fraternity, they were offered a pardon, provided they 
would take the oaths, and become members of the society. They 
however, according to their own testimony, would not on any con- 
sideration enter the society, and were consequently threatened with 
death, 

Some time after this their sleeping room was broken into at night, 
most of their little property carried off, and one of themselves 
wounded by fellows in disguise. We then gave them a room in 
the College house, but they declared that they could not put out 
their heads at night, without endangering their lives; nor could we 
hy any arguments induce them to remain in Malacca. This fact 
affords an additional proof of the pernicious objects of the San Ho 
Society.” 
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‘‘An Appress, delivered before the Antimasonic Convention of 
the County of Addison, at Middlebury, Vt. 12th March 1829, by 
Edward D. Barber.—Published by request of the Convention.” Pam- 
phlet—36 pp. 


We have read this with much satisfaction. It discovers good 
feeling, sound judgment, extensive research, and great originality. 
We would that every college in America could present the public 
with an address of this character, from a senior. The cause is 
promising that enlists in its thin ranks the energies of the best 
minds in the rising generation. The aged may put up with an evil 
they have long endured, but the young have not learned to bear 
the insolence of masonic vanity, nor the effrontery of masonic 
falsehood, and they will unite to put away this mystery of iniquity 
from a place among the institutions of our country. We recom- 
mend this pamphlet to all who search after judicious and original 
views of the system of Freemasonry. 


RESOLUTIONS. 


At a public meeting of citizens in the military room, corner ot 
Mott and Chatham streets, Thursday evening, Aug. 20. 


Resolved unanimously and with cheering :—that the free exercise 
of the elective franchise is one of the dearest rights, and most sacred 
privileges of freemen. 

That the secret order of Freemasonry by its spirit, by its dog- 
mas, and, in many instances, by its sworn obligations and unhal- 
lowed oaths, does wantonly interfere with the freedom of our elec- 
tions, and pervert the exercises of the elective franchise to purposes 
of secret and fraternal aggrandisement. 

That while we accord to the members of the masonic fraternity, 
the respect which is severally due to them as private individuals, 
we will unitedly express our distrust and abborrence of the masonic 
institution, by steadfastly opposing the elevation of freemasons to 
public office, and by running an antimasonic ticket in the city of 
New-York this autumn at the polls. 





